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PARTNERS IN OCEAN EXPLORATION & CONSERVATION

CALL FOR CREW, SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

Algalita/5 Gyres Japan Tsunami Expedition
In March, 2011, the world was stunned by the devastating earthquake and tsunami that dealt a crushing blow to Japan.  The disaster brought with it a unique opportunity to not only further research on the issue of plastic pollution and its effects on the marine ecosystem and potential risks to human health, but to witness first-hand the resultant power of Mother Nature at work.  Previously announced, the Algalita Marine Research Foundation (Algalita) and the 5 Gyres Institute are collaborating with Pangaea Explorations to conduct a 7,000-mile, high-seas research expedition aboard the Sea Dragon sailing vessel May 1 through July 1, 2012. 

As we move across the North Pacific Gyre through debris strewn with pieces of people’s lives, our main goals will be studying the effects of plastic pollution and marine debris relative to:

· providing habitat for marine life and its ability to transport invasive species from one continent to another; 

· rates of decomposition of debris;

· colonization of marine life on, and into, different materials;

· educating students through the Algalita Ship 2 Shore blog; and

· spatial distribution of debris along the entire voyage transect.

We will also endeavor to observe, record, and recover personal items that might have survived, then make every effort to return them to their rightful owners, or their families, through the appropriate channels.

While none of us really have a clear understanding of the content, size and distribution of the field, it is incumbent on those who have the ability and expertise to journey through and investigate it.  The knowledge we gain will be invaluable to scientists; government agencies and educators across the globe.  This is a time critical expedition, due to the dispersion phenomenon of debris at sea.  There will likely be no opportunity for this type of study for centuries to come.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!

WE ARE PART WAY THERE, BUT WE HAVE ROOM FOR MORE CREW, SPONSORS, AND PARTNERS
As a vested ally in this world issue, we ask that you please:

· SHARE THIS WITH COLLEAGUES WHO MAY BE INTERESTED IN COMING ABOARD AS A PAYING CREW MEMBER; 

· REACH OUT TO OTHERS WHO MAY WANT THEIR ORGANIZATION’S NAME ASSOCIATED WITH THIS VENTURE AS A SPONSOR OR PARTNER;

· CONSIDER MAKING YOUR OWN DONATION TO ASSURE THAT THIS HISTORIC EXPEDITION SUCCEEDS.

Please refer to the Sponsor Options and Benefits, attached.
To participate at any of these levels, CONTACT Algalita at 562-598-4889  or  opsadmin@algalita.org

Algalita Marine Research Foundation • 148 N. Marina Drive • Long Beach, CA 90803 • www.algalita.org • +1(562)598-4889

5 Gyres Institute 2122 S. Spaulding Avenue • Los Angeles, CA 90016 • www.5gyres.org • +1(310)998-8616

Pangaea Exploration • www.panexplore.com • 3238 Emathla Street • Miami, FL 33133 • +1(305)582-5574


